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Office Action ttespnnso (With RdE) 

In an Office Action dated 18 June 2002 (hereinafter "OA"), outstanding claims 92- 
103 have been rejected under 35 USC § 103. The OA was made final. The present Office 
Action Response includes responses to the rejections and also includes a Request for 
Continuing Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114, with applicable fees. 

Response To Claims Rejection s T Tnder ^5 T ISC §10^ 

The currently pending claims are numbered 92-103. There are three independent 
claims: 92, 98, and 102. Claims 93-97 depend from 92, claims 99-101 depend from 98, and 
claim 103 depends from 102. 

Applicant will address the 35 USC §103 rejections of the independent claims first. 
For ease of reference, the three independent claims are reproduced below, with holding to 
emphasize certain elements: 

92. A gaming device configured to allow a player to play a game in exchange for a wager in a casino 
environment, the gaming device comprising: 

a) a ticket printer configured to generate a printed ticket, said printed ticket having indicia thereon to 
identify a state of said game; 

b) a ticket reader configured to read said printed ticket and determine said state of said game; and 
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c) an manager module executed on the gaming device configured to restore said state of said game to 
said determined state after said ticket reader reads said printed ticket, wherein said determined state 
does not comprise gaming credits suitable for establishing a wager. 

98. A method for maintaining the state of a game on a gaming device configured to allow a player to 
play a game in exchange for a wager operating in a casino environment, said game including a 
primary game and a secondary game, said method comprising: 

a) determining a player's state of the secondary game at the termination of the primary game; 

b) generating a printed ticket, said printed ticket having indicia thereon to identify the player' 
secondary game state; 

c) dispensing the printed ticket to the player; 

d) receiving the printed ticket from the player; 

e) determining the player's secondary game state; and 

f) restoring the secondary game to the state determined as the player's secondary game state. 

102. A gaming device operating in a casino environment comprising: 

a) means for allowing a player to play a game in exchange for a wager; 

b) means for determining a player's game state; 

c) means for maintaining said player's game state; and 

d) means for restoring said player's game state. 

The independent claims all contain the elements of "operating in a casino 
environment" and "play in exchang e for a wager ". These two elements define the present 
invention as applicable to the domain of games (i) operating in a casino (gambling) 
environment, and (ii) based on wagering (betting). This set of games are substantively different 
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than arcade games, where no wager-based play occurs. Arcade games are pay-for-play, not 
wagering or betting games, and are typically found outside of casinos. Wagering games, being 
highly regulated, are not found in arcades. Home entertainment games, the subject of Endo, are 
even further removed from wager-for-play games then are play-for-pay games. In home 
entertainment games, there is no monetary-based exchange of any type; home games are further 
not found in casinos for play. Non-wager games are constructed and marketed entirely 
differently than wager-based games. Wager-based games have different internal construction 
and components than non- wager based games, not the least of which is the hardware and 
software required to generate wager-based play in a regulated environment, one example being 
the use of a RNG to determine all or portions of a game outcome in a regulated environment. 
They are used by different groups of people for different purposes, having had little in common 
historically. 

Endo (U.S. Patent 4,752,068) is cited for its game state saving descriptions, where a 
user of non- wager-based games used on a home or business computer may be able to stopped 
and restarted. In claim 92, this corresponds to element "configured to restore said state of 
said game to said determined state"; in claim 102 to "player's game state"; but has no 
corresponding element in 98. Claim 98 addresses secondary games only, with the element 
"player's secondary game state". Endo does not suggest or teach secondary games nor does 
it teach anything about secondary game states. If the Examiner disagrees with this statement, 
Applicant respectfully requests specific cites in Endo that discusses or teaches secondary 
games and secondary game states so Applicant may more fully respond. 
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Stockdale (U.S. Patent 6,251,014) generally teaches a gaming machine accepting 
wagers, configured using a peripheral controller to control some or all the functions of 
various peripherals typically found in a gaming machine, and in particular the top box (prior 
art to Stockdale had a centralized controller, or single processor controlling all peripherals, in 
a gaming device). Applicant agrees that Stockdale teaches various peripherals in operation 
on a gaming machine, in particular printers, where the gaming machine accepts wagers for 
game input. However, Applicant does not see any teachings or suggestions in Stockdale for 
saving player game state. If the Examiner disagrees, Applicant respectfully requests specific 
cites to teachings for savable player game state in Stockdale. 

Without a teaching to combine elements found in the plurality of references used 
to reject currently pending independent claims 92, 98, and 102, the prima facie case for the 
rejection under 35 USC §103 has not been made. Applicant therefore requests that the 103 
rejection of independent claims 92, 98, and 102 be withdrawn. 

As all dependent claims inherit the limitations of the parent claims from which 
they depend, and Applicant believes Applicant has shown that the prima facie case of 
obviousness has not been met for the three pending independent claims, each currently 
pending dependent claim has also been shown to not be obvious under Endo in light of 
Stockdale. Applicant therefore requests that the 103 rejections of dependent claims 93-97, 
990101, and 103 be withdrawn. 
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Conclusion 



Based on the above remarks, Applicant respectfully submits that all of the presently 



pending claims are in condition for allowance. Accordingly, Applicant requests consideration 
for same. Applicant invites the Examiner to contact the representing attorney via phone, prior 
to a Final Office Action, if the Examiner believes that claims are not considered allowable to 
discuss allowable subject matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Russ F. Marsden 
Reg. No. 43,775 

Sierra Design Group 
300 Sierra Manor Drive 
Reno, NV 895 11 
Phone: (775)412-0139 
Fax: (775) 850-1501 
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